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TRANSPORT CANADA AERONAUTICAL INFORMATION MANUAL (TC AIM) 

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES

EFFECTIVE—OCTOBER 7, 2021

NOTES:

1. Editorial and format changes were made throughout the 
TC AIM where necessary and those that were deemed 
insignificant in nature were not included in the “Explanation 
of Changes.”

2. Effective March 31, 2016, licence differences with ICAO 
Annex 1 Standards and Recommended Practices, previously 
located in LRA 1.8 of the TC AIM, have been removed and 
can now be found in AIP Canada GEN 1.7.

3. The blue highlights in the manual represent the changes 
described in this section.

GEN

(1) GEN 2.2.4 Safety Promotion 
A link was added to check Transport Canada’s 
programs and initiatives.

(2) GEN 2.3 General Aviation Safety Program 
A new subpart was added to provide insight on 
Transport Canada’s General Aviation Safety 
Campaign.

AGA

(1) AGA 7.6 Visual Approach Slope Indicator 
Systems (VASIS) 
The requirements to turn PAPI or VASI lighting off 
under certain weather conditions have been updated 
to include non-precision approach runways.

(2) AGA 7.10.3 Stop Bars 
This change incorporates information published in 
Aeronautical Information Circular (AIC) 2/21—Stop 
Bar Procedures and reminds pilots and vehicle 
drivers that an aircraft or vehicle must never cross an 
illuminated stop bar.

COM

(1) COM 3.11 Controller-pilot Data Link 
Communications (CPDLC) 
An additional reference to AIP Canada ENR 7.5.5 
was added regarding the use of CPDLC in the ICAO 
NAT Region.

(2) COM 4.11.1 Localizer (LOC) 
The text was amended to remove references 
describing back course signals; there are no more 
civilian localizer back course procedures in Canada. 
Minor changes were also made for the same reason to 
COM sections 4.11.2, 4.11.3, and 4.11.7.

(3) COM 5.2 Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) 
Constellations 
The reference to the expected in-service date of all 
four GNSS constellations was removed.

(4) COM 5.2.3 Galileo Navigation Satellite System 
The reference to the Galileo system scheduled 
completion date was removed (the current 
constellation status can still be ascertained through 
the provided Web link).

(5) COM 5.2.4 BeiDou Navigation Satellite System 
The reference to the BeiDou system scheduled 
completion date was removed, and a Web link to 
ascertain the current constellation status was added. 

(6) COM 11.0 Emergency Automation Systems 
A new subpart describing the operation of emergency 
automatic landing systems was added. 

MET

(1) MET 1.1.1 Meteorological Responsibility 
The text was amended to reflect changes to the 
Manual of Surface Weather 
Observations (MANOBS) and the Manual of 
Standards and Procedures for Aviation Weather 
Forecasts (MANAIR) that will take effect on 
December 2, 2021.

(2) MET 1.1.6.2 Air Reports (AIREPs) 
This entire subsection was removed. Further 
information on AIREPs can be found in NAT 
paragraph 1.9.1(f) and subpart 1.15.

(3) MET 1.1.8 Differences From International Civil 
Aviation Organization (ICAO) Annex 3 
The text was amended to refer to amendment 80 
taking effect on November 4, 2021.

(4) MET 1.2.5.1 Automatic Aerodrome Routine 
Meteorological Reports (METAR AUTO) 
The text was amended to clarify that the applicable 
standards (for full METAR) are now contained in 
MANOBS.

(5) MET 1.2.7 Weather Services in Support of Approach 
Unicom (AU) 
Text was added to clarify that effective 
December 2, 2021, changes to MANOBS will address 
these services.

(6) MET 4.2 Issue and Valid Times 
A paragraph was added to clarify the need to 
interpolate the position of features between chart 
valid periods when using the graphic area 
forecast (GFA).

(7) MET 6.2 Issuance Criteria 
A note was added to state the dimensions and nature 
of a RDOACT CLD in SIGMET bulletins.
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(8) MET 7.1 Aerodrome Forecast (TAF) Locations 
Aerodrome forecast (TAF) locations were updated in 
Figure 7.1, and a note was added to clarify that pilots 
should consult the current flight publications and 
NOTAMs to confirm TAF availability.

(9) MET 8.3 Sample Message 
Text was added to clarify the terms “SLP,” 
“PRESFR,” “PRESRR,” and the meaning of the equal 
sign “=” that appear in METARs.

(10) MET 15.0 Abbreviations—Aviation Forecasts 
A temporary table, 15.2, was added to indicate 
abbreviation changes that will take effect on 
December 2, 2021.

RAC

(1) RAC 1.1.1 Air Traffic Control (ATC) and Information 
Services 
The description of altitude reservation service in 
paragraph (f) was amended.

(2) RAC 2.6 High-level Controlled Airspace 
The track system has been revoked and some text has 
been deleted to reflect this change.

(3) RAC 2.9.4 Military Operations Areas 
A new section describing military operations 
areas (MOAs) was added.

(4) RAC 3.4.7 Computation of Passenger and Baggage 
Weights 
The standard and segment weights have been 
amended in tables 3.1 and 3.2 to align with the 
information available in Advisory 
Circulars (AC) 700-022 and AC 703-004.

(5) RAC 3.10 Cross-country Instrument Training Flights 
Text was added to clarify the information needed in a 
flight plan.

(6) RAC 4.1.3 Preferential Runway Assignments 
The text in this section has been reworded for clarity 
and ease of reading.

(7) RAC 5.4 Minimum Altitudes—Visual Flight 
Rules (VFR) (Canadian Aviation 
Regulations [CARs] 602.14 and 602.15) 
A note was added to alert aircraft pilots about the 
danger of remotely piloted aircraft (RPA) flying in 
airspace below 400 ft.

(8) RAC 9.2.3.2 Performance-based Navigation (PBN) 
Standard Terminal Arrival (STAR) 
An expired reference to the NAV CANADA PBN 
Operations Plan was removed.

(9) RAC 12.3 Transportation of Dangerous 
Goods (TDG) by Air 
The text in this section has been reworded for clarity 
and ease of reading.

NAT

(1) NAT 1.7.4 Estimated Times 
The text was amended to reflect the removal of the 
requirement to file elapsed time for NAT flights, 
while still allowing the option; NAT ANSPs do not 
use or need it. This is in harmonization with the 
changes to the UK AIP.

(2) NAT 1.13 Adherence to Mach Setting 
The reference to Aeronautical Information 
Circular (AIC) 1/20—Operations Without an 
Assigned Fixed Speed (OWAFS) in the North Atlantic 
was removed as the information is now incorporated 
into AIP Canada ENR Section 7.1.11.

MAP

(1) MAP 3.6 Criteria for Issuing a NOTAM 
The text was amended to reflect changes made in the 
Canadian NOTAM Operating Procedures (CNOP).

LRA

(1) LRA 1.9.1 Medical Validity Periods 
An example was added to show how the validity 
period of a medical certificate is calculated.

AIR

(1) AIR 2.4 Low Flying 
The text was amended to reflect the potential danger 
remotely piloted aircraft (RPA) represent for manned 
aircraft flying in airspace below 400 ft.

(2) AIR 3.9 Alcohol 
The text was amended to remove the effects of 
alcohol with altitude. Also, some text was added to 
assist people having problems related to alcohol who 
would like to fly again.

(3) AIR 3.10 Medications, Natural Health Products, 
Cannabis, and other Recreational Drugs 
This entire subpart was reviewed and updated for 
clarity and ease of reading and to provide further 
information on the Transport Canada Civil Aviation 
Medicine Cannabis Policy.

(4) AIR 4.16 Remotely Piloted Aircraft (RPA) 
A new subpart describing RPA operations was added.

RPA

(1) RPA 2.0 Micro Remotely Piloted Aircraft 
Systems (mRPAS)—Less Than 250 g 
Information was added regarding the modification of 
a micro RPA.

(2) RPA 3.2.3.2 Controlled Airspace 
A reference to NAV CANADA’s drone flight 
planning tool was added.

(3) RPA 3.2.15.3 Identifying Classes of Airspace 
A reference to NAV CANADA’s drone flight 
planning tool was added.

https://www.navcanada.ca/en/aeronautical-information/aip-canada.aspx
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(4) RPA 3.2.37 Incidents and Accidents 
The text was amended to reflect the text found in the 
Canadian Aviation Regulations (CARs). The section 
on reporting RPA incidents and accidents to TC when 
an RPA is operated under an SFOC—RPAS has been 
modified.

(5) RPA 3.2.38 Tethered Drone 
The text was amended to clarify the circumstances 
under which a tethered drone is not considered an 
RPA. The text has also been amended to take into 
account a sufficient safety margin in order to mitigate 
the risks of injury or damage in the event of a tethered 
drone/RPA accident.

(6) RPA 3.4.3 Manufacturer Declaration 
A reference to Advisory Circular (AC) 922-001—
RPAS Safety Assurance was added.

(7) RPA 3.4.4 Operations in Controlled Airspace 
A reference to NAV CANADA’s drone flight 
planning tool was added.

(8) RPA 3.4.5 Operations at or in the Vicinity of an 
Airport or Heliport—Established Procedure 
A reference to NAV CANADA’s drone flight 
planning tool was added.

(9) RPA 3.4.8 RPA Modification 
This new section was added in reference to  
AC 922-001.

(10) RPA 3.5.3 Conduct of Flight Reviews 
Information was added regarding the conduct of a 
flight review and also about the use of an sRPA.

(11) RPA 3.6.1 General 
A reference to Subpart 3 of Part IX was added to 
coincide with the text found in the CARs.

(12) RPA 3.6.2 Application for a Special Flight 
Operations Certificate (SFOC)—RPAS 
Two references were added, one to AC 903-001—
Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems Operational Risk 
Assessment (RPAS ORA) and one to AC 903-002—
Application Guidelines for a Special Flight 
Operations Certificate for a Remotely Piloted 
Aircraft System (SFOC—RPAS).
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