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PRE-IDENTIFICATION OF POTENTIAL PLACES OF REFUGE GUIDE 

 

Purpose 

The intent of this guide is to assist the TC Regional MSS Offices in the planning and development of 

Regional Annexes which will provide technical, logistical and resource information about specific sites 

that may be evaluated as Potential Places of Refuge (PPOR) within a region. The pre-survey of notional 

Places of Refuge and the gathering of site-specific information is a preliminary step prior engaging with 

Indigenous partners. The desired outcome of engagement is to seek Indigenous partners collaboration 

and to reach common accord as to which pre-surveyed site would qualify as being a suitable Potential 

Place of Refuge for a vessel in need of assistance.   

 

Introduction 

TC MSS Regional Offices should identify and develop pre-incident information for all Potential Places of 

Refuge in their regions before an actual event. This document supports the collection of general 

information on the regional area as well as specific information on sites such as docks and piers, 

anchorages, and possible beaching sites. The lists in this document provide a basis for the Decision 

Support Tool for choosing a Place of Refuge for a vessel in need of assistance. They are therefore crucial 

to expedite promptly a POR decision-making process. 

While information on possible sites may be pre-inventoried, this does not imply that any of these sites 

will be the location of choice in a future event. Selection of a Place of Refuge by Transport Canada’s 

representative, in consultation with other agencies and stakeholders, will always be made on a case-by-

case basis. An inventory of Potential Places of Refuge enables for a wider range of options when a time-

sensitive situation occurs.   

TC MSS Regions may want to establish a working group to pre-survey Potential Places of Refuge. The 

workgroup could include representatives of the Canadian Coast Guard, the province and/or federal 

environmental agency (e.g., ECCC and BC Ministry of Environment), appropriate federal provincial and 

territorial natural resources agencies (e.g., NRCan, Ministère de l’Énergie et des Ressources Naturelles 

du Québec), local environmental NGOs, response organizations, marine pilots associations and port 

authorities. In addition, Indigenous partners and other interested and knowledgeable stakeholders may 

be invited to participate.  
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The following lists are not prescriptive, nor exhaustive as other factors or criteria deemed important 

may also be considered.  

1. General Information to collect by the Regions over their area of jurisdiction prior the 

identification of PPOR 

 

• Casualty risks associated with the routine vessel traffic routes in the jurisdiction area 

• General information on coastal vessel traffic patterns 

• Availability of rescue tugs/tow vessels of sufficient size and power to aid the vessel in distress and 

predicted arrival times 

• Salvage, lightering, and spill response resources available to this jurisdiction, including delivery 

times 

• Transnational or trans-jurisdictional coordination agreements/plans, if applicable 

• Description of sensitive resources/areas along the coastlines likely to be impacted, including 

fisheries, aquaculture sites, cultural and historic sites, threatened and endangered species, 

subsistence use, recreation/tourism, or specially designated lands or waters 

• General wind/wave/current information and source for real-time tide/wind/wave/current 

information 

• Seasonal conditions, such as ice 

• Other pertinent information 

 

2. Criteria to consider when pre-surveying suitable PPOR  

• Protected anchorage suitable for large commercial vessels 

• Location that does not obstruct navigation of other vessels 

• Easily accessed from offshore or coastal shipping routes 

• Limited social/cultural/commercial/recreational exposures 

• Limited ecological sensitivities – species, habitat, shoreline 

• Amenable to pollution containment 

• Exposure to wind/wave/current/tidal stream 

• Seabed material/bathymetry/slope degree 

• Mooring arrangement and ease of access to the dock/pier (including towage consideration) 

• Emergency services (medical, firefighting) 

• Land/air transportation 

• Pollution prevention and response resources 

• Salvage and lightering services 

• Repair and docking facilities 
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3. Once the pre-surveying of Potential Places of Refuge is completed and engagement with 
Indigenous partners is achieved, a description may be set out for each approved site with 
the following information: 

A. For Docks and Piers 

• Site number [to correspond to map showing location] 

• Site name 

• Site location (descriptive and latitude/longitude coordinates) 

• Water depths at mean low tide 

• Beach/shoreline types and generally accepted cleaning methods 

• Bottom types 

• General wind/wave/current information 

• Openness of the site to ocean waves/currents 

• Source for real-time tide/wind/wave/current information 

• Seasonal conditions, such as ice 

• Standard navigational approach, including vessel traffic patterns and associated risks 

• Pilotage requirements 

• Nearby port operations and potential impacts 

• Brief description of port facilities 

• Brief description of repair facilities/capabilities/skilled labor 

• Availability of cargo transfer and storage facilities 

• Land and/or air access 

• Risks to persons at or near the location with regard to explosion, fire and pollution; 
availability of evacuation routes 

• Description of sensitive resources/areas at the site and along potential access routes to that 
site, including fisheries, aquaculture sites, cultural and historic sites, threatened and 
endangered species, subsistence use, recreation/tourism, or specially designated lands or 
waters 

• Existing resource protection strategies 

• Availability of salvage, spill response, and emergency response resources including police 
and firefighting 

• Security measures in place 

• Identification of stakeholders including 24/7 contact information 

• Other pertinent information 
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B. For Anchorages 

• Site number [to correspond to map showing location] 

• Site name 

• Site location (descriptive and latitude/longitude coordinates) 

• Water depths at mean low tide 

• Beach/shoreline types and generally accepted cleaning methods 

• Bottom types 

• General wind/wave/current information 

• Openness of the site to ocean waves/currents 

• Source for real-time tide/ wind/wave/current information 

• Seasonal conditions, such as ice 

• Standard navigational approach, including vessel traffic and associated risks 

• Pilotage requirements 

• Nearby port operations, if any, and potential impacts 

• Brief description of facilities (if any) 

• Availability of cargo transfer and storage vessels 

• Land and/or air access 

• Risks to persons at or near the location with regard to explosion, fire and pollution; 
availability of evacuation routes 

• Description of sensitive resources/areas at the site and along potential access routes to that 
site, including fisheries, aquaculture sites, cultural and historic sites, threatened and 
endangered species, subsistence use, recreation/tourism, or specially designated lands or 
waters 

• Existing resource protection strategies 

• Availability of salvage, spill response, and emergency response resources including police 
and firefighting, and their potential access to the site 

• Security measures in place 

• Identification of stakeholders including 24/7 contact information 

• Other pertinent information 

C. For Beaching sites 

• Site number [to correspond to map showing location] 

• Site name 

• Site location (descriptive and latitude/longitude coordinates) 

• Water depths at mean low tide 
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• Beach/shoreline types and generally acceptable cleaning methods 

• Bottom types 

• General wind/wave/current information 

• Openness of the site to ocean waves/currents 

• Source for real-time tide/wind/wave/current information 

• Seasonal conditions, such as ice 

• Standard navigational approach, including vessel traffic and associated risks 

• Pilotage requirements 

• Nearby port operations, if any, and potential impacts 

• Brief description of facilities (if any) 

• Availability of cargo transfer and storage vessels and their potential access to the beaching 
site 

• Land and/or air access 

• Risks to persons at or near the location with regard to explosion, fire and pollution; 
availability of evacuation routes 

• Description of sensitive resources/areas at the site and along potential access routes to that 
site, including fisheries, aquaculture sites, cultural and historic sites, Threatened and 
Endangered species, subsistence use, recreation/tourism, or specially designated lands or 
waters 

• Existing resource protection strategies 

• Availability of salvage, spill response, and emergency response resources including police 
and firefighting, and their potential access to the beaching site 

• Security measures in place 

• Requirements for permission from area landowners/managers, if applicable 

• Identification of stakeholders including 24/7 contact information 

• Other pertinent information 

Note: List #3 provides only guidance for elements to incorporate in the Regional Annexes for each sites 
identified as PPOR.  

 
Important: The Matrix to Assist with the Pre-Identification of Potential Places of Refuge (RDIMS# 

15333749) must be used to gather the appropriate information for each potential site. 

 

The Pacific Region Haida Gwaii Regional Annex is illustrated on the following pages as an example.  

  

 

pcdocs://RDIMS/15333749/R
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