
Extracts from:  
 
INTERNATIONAL HEALTH REGULATIONS World Health Organization (WHO)  
 
 
Article 20 Airports and ports 
 

1. States Parties shall designate the airports and ports that shall develop the capacities 
provided in Annex 1. 
 

2. States Parties shall ensure that Ship Sanitation Control Exemption Certificates and 
Ship Sanitation Control Certificates are issued in accordance with the requirements in 
Article 39 and the model provided in Annex 3. 

  
3. Each State Party shall send to WHO a list of ports authorized to offer: 

 
(a) the issuance of Ship Sanitation Control Certificates and the provision of the 
services referred to in Annexes 1 and 3; or 
 
(b) the issuance of Ship Sanitation Control Exemption Certificates only; and 
 
(c) extension of the Ship Sanitation Control Exemption Certificate for a period of one 
month until the arrival of the ship in the port at which the Certificate may be 
received. 
 
Each State Party shall inform WHO of any changes which may occur to the status of 
the listed ports. WHO shall publish the information received under this paragraph. 

 
4. WHO may, at the request of the State Party concerned, arrange to certify, after an 

appropriate investigation, that an airport or port in its territory meets the requirements 
referred to in paragraphs 1 and 3 of this Article. These certifications may be subject to 
periodic review by WHO, in consultation with the State Party.  
 

5. WHO, in collaboration with competent intergovernmental organizations and 
international bodies, shall develop and publish the certification guidelines for airports 
and ports under this Article. 

 
WHO shall also publish a list of certified airports and ports. 

 
 
Article 27 Affected conveyances 
 

1. If clinical signs or symptoms and information based on fact or evidence of a public 
health risk, including sources of infection and contamination, are found on board a 
conveyance, the competent authority shall consider the conveyance as affected and 
may: 
  

(a) disinfect, decontaminate, disinsect or derat the conveyance, as appropriate, or cause 
these measures to be carried out under its supervision; and 
 
(b) decide in each case the technique employed to secure an adequate level of control of 
the public health risk as provided in these Regulations. Where there are methods or 
materials advised by WHO for these procedures, these should be employed, unless the 
competent authority determines that other methods are as safe and reliable. 
 

http://whqlibdoc.who.int/publications/2008/9789241580410_eng.pdf?ua=1


The competent authority may implement additional health measures, including isolation 
of the conveyances, as necessary, to prevent the spread of disease. Such additional 
measures should be reported to the National IHR Focal Point. 

 
2. If the competent authority for the point of entry is not able to carry out the control 

measures required under this Article, the affected conveyance may nevertheless be 
allowed to depart, subject to the following conditions: 

 
(a) the competent authority shall, at the time of departure, inform the competent authority 
for the next known point of entry of the type of information referred to under 
subparagraph (b); and 
(b) in the case of a ship, the evidence found and the control measures required shall be 
noted in the Ship Sanitation Control Certificate. 
 
Any such conveyance shall be permitted to take on, under the supervision of the 
competent authority, fuel, water, food and supplies. 

 
3. A conveyance that has been considered as affected shall cease to be regarded as 

such when the competent authority is satisfied that: 
 

(a) the measures provided in paragraph 1 of this Article have been effectively carried out; 
and 
(b) there are no conditions on board that could constitute a public health risk. 

 
 
Article 39 Ship sanitation certificates 
 

1. Ship Sanitation Control Exemption Certificates and Ship Sanitation Control 
Certificates shall be valid for a maximum period of six months. This period may be 
extended by one month if the inspection or control measures required cannot be 
accomplished at the port. 
 

2. If a valid Ship Sanitation Control Exemption Certificate or Ship Sanitation Control 
Certificate is not produced or evidence of a public health risk is found on board a 
ship, the State Party may proceed as provided in paragraph 1 of Article 27. 
 

3. The certificates referred to in this Article shall conform to the model in Annex 3. 
 

4. When control measures are required and have been satisfactorily completed, the 
competent authority shall issue a Ship Sanitation Control Certificate, noting the 
evidence found and the control measures taken. 
 

5. The competent authority may issue a Ship Sanitation Control Exemption Certificate at 
any port specified under Article 20 if it is satisfied that the ship is free of infection and  
contamination, including vectors and reservoirs. Such a certificate shall normally be 
issued only if the inspection of the ship has been carried out when the ship and holds 
are empty or when they contain only ballast or other material, of such a nature or so 
disposed as to make a thorough inspection of the holds possible. 
 

6. If the conditions under which control measures are carried out are such that, in the 
opinion of the competent authority for the port where the operation was performed, a 
satisfactory result cannot be obtained, the competent authority shall make a note to 
that effect on the Ship Sanitation Control Certificate. 

 
Annex 3 MODEL SHIP SANITATION CONTROL EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE/SHIP 
SANITATION CONTROL CERTIFICATE 



Article 37 Maritime Declaration of Health 
 

1. The master of a ship, before arrival at its first port of call in the territory of a State 
Party, shall ascertain the state of health on board, and, except when that State Party 
does not require it, the master shall, on arrival, or in advance of the vessel’s arrival if 
the vessel is so equipped and the State Party requires such advance delivery, 
complete and deliver to the competent authority for that port a Maritime Declaration of 
Health which shall be countersigned by the ship’s surgeon, if one is carried. 
 

2. The master of a ship, or the ship’s surgeon if one is carried, shall supply any 
information required by the competent authority as to health conditions on board 
during an international voyage. 

 
3. A Maritime Declaration of Health shall conform to the model provided in Annex 8. 

 
4. A State Party may decide: 

 
(a) to dispense with the submission of the Maritime Declaration of Health by all arriving 
ships; or 
(b) to require the submission of the Maritime Declaration of Health under a 
recommendation 
concerning ships arriving from affected areas or to require it from ships which might 
otherwise carry infection or contamination. 
 
The State Party shall inform shipping operators or their agents of these requirements. 
 

ANNEX 8 MODEL OF MARITIME DECLARATION OF HEALTH 


