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DELAY RELATED TO THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE DECK WATCH 
REQUIREMENT FOR FISHING VESSELS OF LESS THAN 100 
GROSS TONNAGE 
                                                    

Purpose

The purpose of this bulletin is to inform stakeholders of the delay related to the enforcement of the deck 
watch requirements for fi shing vessels of less than 100 gross tonnage. These vessels are exempted for a 
period of time from the Marine Personnel Regulations (MPR) requirement that the person in charge of the 
deck watch be the holder of a certifi cate of competency (CoC), in cases where the certifi cated master cannot 
permanently by himself be the sole person in charge of the deck watch.

Scope

This bulletin applies to fi shing vessels of less than 100 gross tonnage that are required to have, in addition to 
the master, a person in charge of the deck watch who holds a CoC.

Background

Under the previous Crewing Regulations neither the master nor the person in charge of the deck watch of a 
fi shing vessel of less than 60 gross tonnage was required to hold a CoC.

With the entry into force of the MPR, the master and any person in charge of the deck watch on fi shing 
vessels of less than 60 gross tonnage will be required to hold a certifi cate in accordance with the entry into 
force schedule specifi ed in the Regulations.

This requirement began to apply to fi shing vessels of more than 15 m in overall length on November 7, 2008 
and will apply to fi shing vessels of more than 14 m on November 7, 2009. 
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Subject:



The fi shing industry has already experienced some diffi culties in recruiting certifi cated persons to fi ll the 
master’s position. 
 
The fi shing industry is not able to comply with the new “offi cer of the watch” requirement already in force 
and in addition, they will be unable to reach compliance in time for the next scheduled date of entry into 
force on November 7, 2009 due to the huge shortage of certifi cated persons and to the impossibility of 
schools to offer enough courses to have a suffi cient number of seafarers getting the required training.

Transport Canada Policy

In order to allow suffi cient time for the fi shing industry to comply with the MPR, Transport Canada Marine 
Safety (TCMS) agrees not to take any enforcement action until November 7, 2010, against a fi shing vessel of 
less than 100 gross tonnage or against an individual, where the person in charge of the deck watch does not 
hold the certifi cate required by subparagraph 216. (2) (a) (i) of the MPR, as long as the master onboard the 
vessel holds the required CoC. 
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